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Why do genetic counselors matter in prenatal diagnosis
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Support autonomy

Facilitate informed 
consent and testing 
decisions

Understand disability 
issues and PPI 
viewpoints



And why do country-specific genetic counselors (and geneticists) matter?
One example…. (there are many more)
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Currently, there is a global presence 
of GCs…

How did we get here?  





GC Professional 
Organizations



psgca.org



Splagen.org

Map of genetic service providers in Central 
and South America (GCs and Geneticists)



asgcsociety.org



The newest genetic counseling society 
launched in October 2025!





Over 10,000 genetic counselors 
globally

• Americas -- ~7100 GCs
• Europe - ~960 GCs
• Middle East - ~220 GCs
• Asia - ~1070 GCs + China
• Australasia - >400 GCs
• Africa - ~30 GCs

So what is the current 
status?



Major findings

1. WHO is defined as a genetic counsellor?
1. Most are MS trained
2. Some medical professionals in other areas undergo specialized certificates
3. Title protection is an issue and often requires regulation for quality assurance and patient safety

2. WHICH providers do genetic counsellors work with?

3. WHERE do they work?
1. Medical geneticists, non-genetics specialists/mainstreaming
2. Laboratories, public health settings, research projects

4. WHAT roles do genetic counsellors play?  
1. Clinical roles, research roles, academic roles



• health education activities; 
• patient advocacy; 
• management or education of 

genetics professionals; 
• research; 
• or other relevant roles within the 

expanding scope of genetic 
counselling profession.” 

Other non-clinical genetic counsellor roles 
as defined by EBMG 
(https://www.ebmg.eu/887.0.html)

NSGC Professional Status Survey 2024 https://www.nsgc.org/Policy-Research-and-Publications/Professional-Status-
Survey

Where do genetic counselors work?

https://www.ebmg.eu/887.0.html


I mean, what 
do you actually 
DO?



In most countries,  1/2-2/3 of genetic counselors work, or have worked, in 
prenatal genetics settings
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Many genetic counselor jobs are arising around 
nationalized preconception / prenatal carrier screening programs 



• Only two categories didn’t have at 
least one activity listed

• Medical History. 
• (had some of the lowest endorsed roles)

• Providing Psychosocial Support
• Most consistently endorsed role

was « Review of records »
• Similarities may be due to:

• Shared scientific basis for genetic 
counseling

• Shared psychosocial needs of 
individuals & families served

• Multiple forms of international 
exchange of ideas and people



Areas where there was a statistically 
significant variation in how often activities 
were performed

• Highest numbers of differences in Providing 
Psychosocial Support (8 out of 9 areas)

Sometimes variation was country specific, 
sometimes there was varation across all 
countries

Differences may be due in part to variation in
• Health care systems
• Values & expectations of populations 

served
• Historical development of genetic 

counseling



An example of significant cross-country differences



Genetic Counselling training

>130 training programs exist 
across 30 countries, mostly MS 
programs

− US  - 56 programs 
− Canada – 5 programs
− UK – 2 programs 
− Australia – 2 programs
− South Africa – 2 programs
− Israel – 3 programs 
− France –3 programs (1 is closing)
− Japan - 28 programs
− India – 4 programs
− Saudi Arabia – 2 programs
− South Korea – 3 programs

Countries with a single training 
program
− Central and South America - Cuba, 

Brazil.  Mexico in progress.  
− Europe – Austria (for DACH), Italy, 

Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden; 
Romania inactive

− Middle East –Qatar, UAE (2024), Oman 
(2025)

− Asia –India, Malaysia, Philippines, 
Taiwan.  {working on one in Singapore} 

− Africa - Ghana

− Post graduate diploma/certificates:  Belgium, China, Chile, 
HongKong, Thailand

Ormond et al., 2024



How to get started??!!??

1.Areas where genetic counseling is 
emerging, or desired, may struggle to 
create training approaches from 
these often aspirational content and 
skill development lists

2.Evolution over time of the 
profession: scope of practice and the 
way that genetic counseling is 
defined grow and change.  







Credentialling and regulation

1. Differences in who credentials
1. National or state governments
2. Professional bodies

2. Differences in the goal of credentialing
1. Demonstrate entry level competence (right after graduation)
2. Demonstrate professional level competence (2+ years of supervised clinical work)

3. Differences in what it’s called and how it happens
1. Certification, licensure, registration
2. Written or oral exam, portfolio, etc

Ormond et al. 2018



Global Regulation of 
GCs in 2023



Kelly Ormond – KellyOrmondGC@gmail.com

TAGC

mailto:KellyOrmondGC@gmail.com
mailto:KellyOrmondGC@gmail.com


Contact me

• KellyOrmondGC@gmail.com

Students in Innsbruck, Austria 
and Siena, Italy Nov 2021-Dec 
2024



• Genetic counseling is >50 years old in the USA

• NSGC celebrated it’s 45th anniversary in 2024

• ABGC celebrated over 5,000 CGCs on 8/2019
• Numbers are now >7,000 in the USA

• There are now >60 accredited North American 
GC programs and more in the works

• 610 students matched to 58 programs in 2024.  
There were ~1860 applicants, >1000 of whom 
were interviewed by at least one program 

• https://natmatch.com/gcadmissions/statistics.html



Late 1980’s and 
Early 1990’s –
UK professional 
development



Similar timelines to start 
the profession in 
Australia and South 
Africa 
(late 1980’s/early 1990s)



https://www.eshg.org/fileadmin/eshg/committees/EBMG/EBMG
CodeofprofessionalpracticeforgeneticcounsellorsinEurope.pdf
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